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leadership did that, or if our Demo-
cratic leadership did that to my col-
league from the State of Ohio, I would
be outraged, and I think Members of
our caucus would be outraged. We
would not stand for it.

But there is a silence over there that
is very, very troubling. What it means
is there is one or two or three people
who are in charge of what happens in
this House, and the others go a long to
get along.

I quoted this statement from Ben
Franklin before. I think it is good and
applicable. Ben Franklin said, “If you
act like sheep, the wolves will eat
you.” I wonder if my colleagues over
there are not acting like sheep? They
are being awfully quiet. They let an
honored, respected, hard-working, com-
mitted, devoted, dedicated member of
their caucus be treated in that manner,
be treated in that manner, and I did
not hear any public outcry at all. None
at all.

I think it must be because of fear, be-
cause I know there are people over
there who respected the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), who be-
lieved he was right in his thinking and
in the position he was trying to take as
an advocate for veterans. Yet I did not
hear any public outcry.

I think it is a shame that this House
would be so constrained out of fear of
what the leadership may do if the indi-
vidual members speak up and speak
out.

Mr. INSLEE. If the gentleman will
yield further, the President had some
eloquent language about freedom
around the world, which is something
we all aspire to. I guess we are saying
people ought to have freedom in the
House of Representatives to stand up
for veterans, and not be punished as
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) was. That is wrong, and we are
going to continue to be a voice for vet-
erans so this administration does not
cut their health care.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, I would like to
thank both gentlemen tonight and just
say we are willing to work with the
other side to find the $3.5 billion,
whether it is out of the $500 billion or
$600 billion increase to the Medicare
program that we just found out about,
we could squeeze $3.5 billion out of
that, or whether it is asking the
wealthiest to help. We are willing to
work with them and follow the vet-
erans organizations and do what is
right to our veterans who made the
sacrifices.

————
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

448. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
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final rule—Bovine Spongiform
Encephalopathy; Minimal-Risk Regions and
Importation of Commodities [Docket No. 03—
080-3] (RIN: 0579-AB73) received January 4,
2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

———————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. EsHOO (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and the balance of
the week.

Mr. STUPAK (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and the balance of
the week.

Mr. WAMP (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today on account of a fam-
ily commitment.

Mr. MILLER of Florida (at the request
of Mr. DELAY) for today on account of
weather-related travel delays.

————————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CUELLAR, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. THOMPSON of California, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. CARDOZA, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MALONEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida, for 5
minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. GINGREY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. OSBORNE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. ROHRABACHER, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. BARTON of Texas, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GINGREY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
today and February 16 and 17.

Mr. ToM DAVIS of Virginia, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, February 16.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 58 minutes
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p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, February 16, 2005,
at 10 a.m.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

799. A communication from the President
of the United States, transmitting a request
for FY 20054 supplemental appropriations for
ongoing military and intelligence operations
in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom, and selected other
international activities, including tsunami
relief and reconstruction; (H. Doc. No. 109-9);
to the Committee on Appropriations and or-
dered to be printed.

800. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Drawbridge Oper-
ation Regulations; Corpus Christi-Port Aran-
sas Channel-Tule Lake, Corpus Christi, TX
[CGDO08-05-009] received January 31, 2005, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

801. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Drawbridge Oper-
ation Regulations; Gulf Intracoastal Water-
way — Bayou Boeuf, Amelia, LA [CGD08-05-
007] received January 31, 2005, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

802. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Drawbridge Oper-
ation Regulations: Newtown Creek, Dutch
Kills, English Kills, and their tributaries, NY
[CGDO01-04-157] received January 31, 2005, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

803. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Drawbridge Oper-
ation Regulation; Houma Navigation Canal,
Houma, LA [CGD08-05-004] (RIN: 1625-AA09)
received January 31, 2005, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

804. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Drawbridge Oper-
ation Regulation, Gulf Intracoastal Water-
way, Houma, LA [CGD08-05-003] (RIN: 1625-
AA09) received January 31, 2005, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

805. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Drawbridge Oper-
ation Regulations: Newtown Creek, Dutch
Kills, English Kills, and their tributaries, NY
[CGDO01-05-004] received January 31, 2005, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

806. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Dela-
ware River [CGDO05-05-006] (RIN: 1625-AA00)
received January 31, 2005, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

807. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
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